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Art Unit: 2155 

Applicants are requested to provide the serial number, the filing date and 
the status of related applications on page 1 of the specification. The following US 
patent applications appear to be related to the instant application either as CIP 
child or CIP parent, Applicants are requested to cross reference them and to 
provide the filing date and the status thereof on page 1 of the specification. 
10/773, 394; 10/774,079 and 10/794,203. 

A new title that is more aptly descriptive of the invention claimed is 
requested. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Scope of independent claims 1 and 10 is not clear. An application is 
nothing more than a program. A program by itself is unable to allow an 
administrator to selectively configure a port. It appears that means for executing 
the program and for allowing an administrator to selectively configure a port to 
support either wired or wireless edge devices are required in the network switch 
claimed. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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Claims 1,2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 15, 16, 23, 24, 25 and 29-30 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Jones (USP 
6,137,802). 

See at least Figures 1-10 and the corresponding description in Jones. 
Jones teaches a network (Figure 1) having ports (ATW switch) that could be 
selectively configured to support either a wired edge device or a wireless edge 
device (lines 50-53 of column 2). 

With respect to claims 1, 8, 10, 1 1, 12, 16, 23 and 29, Jones teaches: 

A network switch (Figure 1 ), comprising: 

a configurable port (ATM) for connecting an edge device, and 

an application (application 40 of Figure 2) running on the network switch, 
for allowing an administrator to selectively configure (Figure 3) the port to support 
(see wired and wireless in Figures 2 and 3) either a wired edge device or a 
wireless edge device, 

a memory or database (claims 6, 10, 26) (inherent component to 
implement flowchart Figure 7, see also "configure" in Figure 7), 

edge devices (see 28, 16-26 of Figure 1), and 

an administrator interface (inherent, input devices such as keyboard, 
mouse, display etc. because software has to be initially installed by an 
administrator). 

As to claims 2, 13, 25, see the profile in Figure 2. 

As to claims 3 and 29, see administrator interface above. 

As to claims 7, 15, see Ethernet in line 51 of column 3. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 4-5, 9, 14, 17-22, 26-28 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Jones (USP 6,137,802) in view of Kmack 
(USP 6,304,851). 

With respect to the first four steps of claim 17 and the claims directed to 
download configuration information to devices, Jones teaches claim combination 
set forth above. With respect to the last two steps of claim 17, It is well known 
that edge devices require to be configured with configuration information. Jones 
does not explicitly disclose that the device configuration information is download 
from the network. However, Kmack teaches devices being configured by 
configuration information downloaded from a network (see lines 6-8 of column 8 
in Kmack). If the devices of Jones required to be configured, it would have been 
obvious from the teaching of Kmack to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
download the configuration information to the devices of Jones so that the 
devices are able to communication with the port. 

As to claims 4, 14, the particular type of information required to configure 
a user device is dependent on the particular type of user device selected. 
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As to claim 31 , I/O devices or interfaces for installing or upgrading are 
inherent in an administrator interface. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to DAVID Y. ENG whose telephone number is 
571-272-3984. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8AM to 
3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, SALEH NAJJAR, can be reached on 571-272-4006. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). /_ _ — -^=» 
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